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SAN . Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
The problem of being a minority is never an easy one. It is not just that we have to put
up with the barbs, the dislike, and sometimes even the hatred of the majority, but that
many times we, ourselves, are forced to wonder if it is all really worth it. After all,
by sticking to our own customs, traditions, and religion, are we stopping mankind from
uniting and becoming one? Are we, by perpetuating our particular view of life, supporting
a world-wide system of senseless divisions which can only lead to perpetual war, strife,
and hatred? Our very existence as Jews, even though we have done nothing wrong, seems to
stir up so much senseless hatred that perhaps we should not exist anymore. Maybe we could
spare the world hating us if we did not exist anymore. These are hard questions and

cannot easily be brushed aside.

In the Torah portion Vayetze,we have depicted the relationship that the world has to Jews.
This relationship is exemplified by the relationship Laban had with Jacob. He both hated
him and needed him. He resented the fact that it was because of Jacob that he, Laban,-
was blessed, and even though he needed him he tried to swindle him all the time. This
reminds me of a famous anti-Semite who insisted that only a Jew be appointed to defend
him in court. They asked him why and he said he was fighting fire with fire. In Russia
today ,they still have the saying "Smite the Jew and save Russia", but they still will

not let our people go. Even in this country,the many contributions that we Jews have made
to America have many times not been acknowledged. Some of the early pioneers in the West
who actually pioneered and developed it are known in American history as the eggeaters
because all they would eat were eggs. The reason for this was that they were Jews who
kept kasher and that is the only kosher food they could obtain. However, in the history

books they are just known as the eggeaters.

In this Torah portion Vayetze we learn how Jacob worked for Laban for 7 years for Rachel,
and how he was swindled by Laban into marrying Leah instead whom he thought was Rachel.
He then had to work another 7 years for Rachel. Only after that was he paid. Laban,
even after all that, was still trying to- manipulate Jacob so he would get nothing, but

Jacob was able, through G-d's help, to amass his own flocks and to cause Laban, himself,
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to be blessed. Laban and his sons, though, beceme very jealous of Jacob and Jacob
determined to leave. He also determined to leave because when he left his father's home
in Israel he had dreams of angels ascending and descending’up—to—Heaven.  Now all he

had were dreams about one goat mounting another goat. He realized that he was becoming
only interested in money and material things, and he knew he had to leave. While Laban
was away shearing his sheep Jacab took his wives and children and flocks and fled toward

Israel. When Laban found out what he had done,he pursued him and overtook him. Rachel

also, unbeknown to Jacob, stole Laban's gods.

When Laban overtook Jacob, he bawled him out for not allewing him to say goodbye to his
daughters and grandchildren. G-d had warned Laban the night before not to harm Jacab.

He, though, then cried out, "Why have you stolen my gods?". Jaeob denied that he had
stolen Laban's go&s because he did not know that Rachel had taken them. Rachel did not
want her father to worship idols. This has always been the claim against the Jews. Why
have you stolen our gods? Why can't you recognize the truth of our assertions? Why must
you be so stubborn and stiff-necked? You must be in league with the devil. Our ideas

are 100% right. Why can't you see that they are true? You Jews have always caused doubts

to rise among our people. You are stealing our gods.

Even, today, in our country many times I have met with very well meaning people who just
cannot understand why we Jews carmot accept their religion. When I try to expi;in to
them that we Jews do not believe in original sin, that we do not believe in the concept
that we have been damned since the sin of Adam to do evil, that we do not believe that we
must six times out of ten choose to do the wrong thing rather than the right thing because
we are under the power of sin, they look flustered. They do not realize that we do not
need anybody to save us from sin because we are not under the power of sin now. We are
born neutral. If we want to do good’G-d has already given us the power to do good. We
believe that we have as much power to do good as anybody who has been born again in their

faith. We never believed that we were under the power of sin so we did not need a saviour
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to save us from sin. These people do not understand that we cannot believe the Messiah
has already come because, according to our belief, when the Messiah widd=dewe comes there
will be no more evil in the world and there certainly is a lot of evii-;;;. One man is
still clobbering another and nature, itself, is based on violence. Many, though, still
look at us and say, "Why have you stolen our gods? Your failure to believe casts doubts
upon our belief." We Jews must exist if only to proclaim that all ihe truth is not yet
known. Our very presence challenges others to look at themselves and to determine whether
or not they are really just, really compassionate, really living as human beings. They
may hate us for this but we are performing a very necessary and valuable service. As
Chaim Potok's father told him, "We Jews are the moral reconnaissance forces of the world".
The reconnaissance forces of any army takes the highest casualties but they are absolutely

necessary.

This, too, is the meaning of the story of Chanukah. Chanukah proclaims that no group
should be forced to surrender their ideals and their way of life for the sake of
universalism alone. Universalists many times feel they are acting morally because they
are not acting on behalf of their interests but in behalf of the interests of greater
humanity. They feel that since they are acting in humanity's behalf they are justified

in doing all sorts of terrible things. Thus, the.Hellenizers in the Maccabbees time

could kill a mother, Hannah, and her seven sons in good conscience. They werezfurthering
Hellgnization, a good cause. We see this same thing in many of the so-called liberation
and universal philosophies of today. The Communists could kill millions of people, pervert
the truth, destroy individuals' integrity all for the sake of humanity. They feel
Jjustified in doing anything no matter how terrible as long as. they feel they are doing

it for humanity. We Jews reject that notion. We cannot accept a universalism that denies
any particular group the right to exist. Every group has a rich level of experience

which can add to man's knowledge of himself.

What makes America great is not that it is a democracy. Democracy can be the most

tyrannical form of government. If the majority of the people should decide that all the




image4.png
DECEMBER 1982

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

PAGE FOUR

Jews should be killed)it would be a democratic decision, but it would be a very wrong,
wrong decision. What makes America great is the Bill of Rights. There are certain
things that even the majority cannot do. We must allow individuals and groups to do
certain things even though we know they are wreng. Khomeini hates America and the West
because they have stolen his gods. His young people came back from America imitating

everything American. He could not accept the fact that there could be any good in an

infidel. America was underming his way of life.

We in Judaism recognize that there can be good in all people. The truth is the truth no
matter what its source. This is a basic Talmudic teaching. The word Jew, itself, comes
from the word which means to be grateful. The word Jew comes from the name Judah which
means in Hebrew'to thank. We Jews should be grateful to any nation or group we have
learned from even if we have only learned one thing from them. King David was grateful

to Achitofel, his advisor, even though he only learned one thing from him and even though
later Achitofel tried to unseat him as King. There are good parts to all cultures. Those

of their teachings which contradéct Judaism we should reject, but those of their teachings

)

which are good and which do not contradict our religion we should learn from.

Minorities are good because they force the dominant group to look at itself and to learn
how to be even better. They challenge it to be better. Only those who do not want to
be better wish to destroy Jews or any minority and find them a threat. No socfet* yeg
has all the truth. We Jews have been instrumental in assuring that the world continues
on its quest for truth, justice, and morality. We have many times suffered because of
the challenge, but we can never give up because we know that we are absolutely necessary
if the world is to make any progress at all toward the goals of truth, justice, and
morality. Let us all always be proud that because of our challenge the world now knows
more and is a better place than if we had not existed. Our continued existence will

assure that it will become even a better place.




